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Course Learning Outcomes: 

On successful completion of the module students will be able to: 

CO 1: Identify archetypal patterns/core ideas in verbal and visual motifs in mythical narratives  
CO 2: Research the archetypal patterns by comparing similar themes and structures, in discrete mythical 
entities. 
CO 3: Determine symbols and narrative forms in myths from India, and across the world  
CO 4: Analyze the theoretical framework of mythological studies, through interdisciplinary fields like- 
Archetypal theory and Depth Psychology (C G Jung), Comparative Religion (Mircea Eliade) and Myth Criticism 
(Northrop Frye), Symbolic Anthropology (Mary Douglas), Feminism (Marija Gimbutas, Kate Millet), Gender 
Studies, and the approaches and parameters of foremost mythologists like Heinrich Zimmer, Carl Kerenyi, 
Anand Coomarswamy and Joseph Campbell. 
CO 5: Critically appreciate the mythic perspective as essential paradigm of engaging with oneself, and the 
world. 

About the Course 

The Course establishes the Mythic as a paradigm- the experience of a people and their 
collective memory that shapes its value system, and is in turn shaped by it. It explores 
a morality of reason: the participatory reading is to reform the existing saturated 
meanings that may have a tendency to become dogmatic. Like poetry, Myth upholds 
the essential freedom of human spirit. It provides templates to think afresh and think 
anew about perennial human dilemmas, conflicts and existential conundrums. 

Teaching 
Methodology : 

 Interactive sessions balance academic rigour with a passion and delightful 
involvement into the most unique expression of human imagination; 
strengths of the field upon which the students can build are identified, and 
explained. 

  Class discussions focus upon the nature, significance and potential of 
emergent trends and new possibilities. This meta‐analysis is presented to 
stimulate and widen discussion and to help generate further avenues for 
future research and development.  

 Research orientation and potential of our multidisciplinary field; to the 
implications of globalization; to the challenges of post‐modern perspectives; 
to new frames of reference and units of analysis; to the significance of culture 
and context; to new forms of discourse; and to the importance of forging 
stronger linkages between theory and practice, insiders and outsiders and the 
comparative and international dimensions of our field. 

 

Detailed syllabus 

Unit CONTENTS OF THE COURSE 
No. of 
Lectur

es 

1 The Mythic Paradigm, Ka- tha: 

 Definitions of Narrative forms  

 Myth and the modern world 

4 



 Mythos- Lived experience, memory, myth- making 

 Myth and History- two vital consciousness 

2 Critical Frameworks in the Study of Myth 

 Critical frameworks to the study of myths 

 Contextual Paradigms in the Indic civilization 
 

4 

3 Birth of Symbols  

• First Storytellers: Cave Art- Experience- Within and Without 

• Early Goddessess and Matriarchal symbols in Indian subcontinent  

• Myths of Eternal Return: Fertility Symbols and Renewal Myths 

• Tribal Gods and Sacred Groves 

• Confluence of mythologies 2 

 Guest Lecture 
 

3 

4 

Ritual and Myth 

 Patriarchal myths and their Indo European and Indo- Iranian counterparts 

 Vedic Hymns- Myths in the form of poetry and music- Shruti- ritualistic re-
enactments of myth, primodial cognition.  

 Creation Myths: NasdiyaSukta, HirangarbhaSukta in Rigveda 
 

2 

5 

Introversion of Experience 

 The movement away from ritualistic excesses.From Veda to Upanishads- 
Dionysian to Orphic 

 The Upa-ni-shad- “Sit close to” the Wise and engage in conversation- self- critical 
thinking- riddles of life 

 The Aranyakas- The forest of symbols 

 Yagnavalkya, Gargi, Maitreyi- secular world- Women in intellectual discourse 

 Creation Myths in Upanishads 

2 

7 

Symbols for deeper Quest 
1. Metaphors of ‘Knowing’ 

 Buddha and Bodhisatva/ The Jina and makers of the Crossing/ Aajivika 
philosophy  

 The Bhagvad Gita- in Mahabharata 
 

2. The lyrical imagery/ The Mystic Traditions 
 

3. The King and the Corpse  
 

8 

8 

Archetypal Patterns: Intellectual Fraternity in Symbols 
 

1. Recurrent Themes/Motifs/ Patterns 

 Belly of the monster/ the Lost Ring/ Circle 

 Shapeshifters/ Metamorphosis/ Trickster Gods 

 Threshold figures- Composite beings 

 Rites of Passage- Seperation, Initiation , Return 

 Sacrifice and Bliss- Psychological Realities 

6 



2. Theory of Archetypes 
Jung and Depth Psychology/ Adolf Bastion’s Elelmentary ideas 

(The collective unconscious and myth) 
 

9 

 
Presentation- Mythic Worlds as Modern Worlds! 

 
 

4 

 
 

Total Number of Lectures 45 

Projects / Field work as part of continuous assessment: 
 

Internship for Students if any: Not Applicable  
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